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A childhood interest in WWII aircraft wrecks became a lifetime project
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q to properly ey things, $o | used o st catalogus
wihat | found and where | found it and leave § attnar,
Then a couple of things happened. The first was that
World War Il aircraft started becoming collectable.
The second was that | began findng human remains

Thee first time that happened was m Agail 1976
was an 580-11, a Douglas Dauntless, i a thack jungle
near Lae. We found parts of the lower torso, definitely
human, The native guy with me wouldn't go near it
But if thore were human remans bere, thel person wis
officialy bsted a5 Missing In Action. Relatives would not
kray wwhiat had happened 1o him, | staned realising a
mammoth ar force had fought its way through these
bloody skies, and left hundreds of wiecks - Amencan,
Aurstralian, lapanese = which no-one but me seemed
imteredted in. Ma-one had bothered coming back,

I went back to Ausiralia and began debing into
the history, After a while 1 had enough information to
identify some from a distance, Most were from the LS
Fifth Air Force, which conducted thousands of missions
e the area during World War 1l People, largely
Amencans, sarted getting in touch from all over the
waeld, some with informaton but mary mote wih
guestions about fathers whose fates they had never
known, husbands who had dsappeared forever

Where | could clear up mystenes, | did. [ even
started taking relatives to crash sites — P've seen a bot
of emotional resctions angd believe me. feslings still
nmwry,\wdeq:.ﬁew!ﬁ]wmwlhﬁkﬁg‘
lapanese people to a site in Cuadalcanal in the
Selomon |slands. Some of the women who came on
that trip were (0 their eighties, and they wept and
wailed for howrs. It s hard v underestimate the
significance of finally being able to say goodbye.

The steres | have heard are incredible, There is
an intact Lockheed Lighining fighter plane in PRG's
Ramu Valley and the guy who flew it is st alive and in
kis eighties. Escaping from that sfuation took him three
weeks and be had to ki o natives to do 8. Many
others dadn't make it, dying where aircraft still lie.

Chasing afer human remains i ned my bag, though.
| arm made interested in the history of asrial warfare in
the Pacific, and in finding all these aircraft before they
get loated and scld for scrap. [ do it all frem a dstance
naw - my days of jungle-bashing are ower — but my
knewledge is second to none. When amyene finds a
wreck, they send me the details and in % per cent of
m—ﬁ.ll‘ﬁ'F Igﬂ g-m;jl;gurfdaprmmermm
relatiees warding to know what happened to certain
aircraft. A recent case | helped resobes invedved a
B0-year-old man whose father disappeared in PNG
in 1944 The son wanted me to canfirm or dery if 3
eeran wreck had contaned his father, | urged the US
military 16 do a DNA cross-check on some teeth they
had found at the wte and they Rad, indeed, come
fram the father. Mystery resoived after 56 years.

1 am compiling & database of every arcraft which
served in the theatre_ 18 3 massve pgsis that | wall
mever fiish. t's too big, | try and limit the amount of
tirne | spend on it because | don't want it 1o fake over
It is my passion, not mry full-time job. What keeps me
gaing is kncwing that there are still 80,000 Amefcans
alone missing worldwide from World \War 11, 33
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